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PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 

FIRM #________ 

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS

COUNTY DEPARTMENT--DOMESTIC RELATIONS DIVISION

	IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF
	)
	

	
	)
	

	ELLEN JARNDYCE,
	)
	

	
	)
	

	Petitioner,
	)
	

	
	)
	

	and
	)
	No. ________  D ________ 

	
	)
	

	JOHN JARNDYCE,
	)
	

	
	)
	

	Respondent.
	)
	


PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE 

Petitioner, ELLEN JARNDYCE, brings the following Petition for Dissolution of Marriage against Respondent, JOHN JARNDYCE, pursuant to 750 ILCS 5/403:

1. Petitioner is ________  years of age, resides at ________ , ________ , Illinois 60________ , and has been a resident of the State of Illinois for ________  years. Petitioner is a part-time real estate broker.

2. Respondent is ________  years of age, resides at ________ , ________ , Illinois 60________ , and has been a resident of the State of Illinois for ________  years. Respondent is a business executive.

3. Petitioner and Respondent were married on ________ , 19__ , in ________ , ________ , and the marriage was registered in ________  County, ________ . Petitioner and Respondent lived together as husband and wife from the time of the marriage until ________ , 20__ .

3.1 On information and belief, Petitioner alleges that no petition for dissolution of the parties' marriage is pending in any other county or state.

4. Petitioner and Respondent (or either one of them) are now residents of the State of Illinois, were residents of the State of Illinois at the time this action was commenced, and the residence has been maintained for more than ninety (90) days next preceding the commencement of this action. Petitioner resides in Cook County, Illinois. The jurisdictional requirements of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution of Marriage Act therefore exist, and there exist grounds for the dissolution of the marriage of the parties.

5. Three children were born to the parties as the issue of the marriage, whose names, ages, and addresses are: ________ , _____  years of age, who resides at ________ , ________ , Illinois 60_____ ; ________ , _____  years of age, who resides at ________ , ________ , Illinois 60_____ ; ________ , _____  years of age, who resides at ________ , ________ , Illinois 60_____ . No children were adopted by the parties, and Petitioner is not pregnant.

6. Petitioner is a fit and proper person and it is in the best interests of the minor children that Petitioner have the sole care, custody, and control of the minor children of the parties (or both parties are fit and proper persons and it is in the best interests of the children that both parties have the joint care, custody and control of the minor children).

6.1 On information and belief, Petitioner alleges that none of the three children is the subject of any other child custody proceeding pending before another division of the circuit court, or another court or administrative body of Illinois or of any other state, an Indian tribe, or a foreign country, and no order affecting the custody or visitation of the three children has been entered by the circuit court or any of its divisions, or by another court or administrative body of Illinois or of any other state, an Indian tribe, or a foreign country.

7. The spouses have lived separate and apart for a continuous period in excess of two years, and irreconcilable differences have caused an irretrievable breakdown of the marriage. Efforts at reconciliation have failed, and future efforts at reconciliation would be impracticable and not in the best interests of the family.

8. Respondent, during the marriage, has been guilty of extreme and repeated mental cruelty toward the Petitioner, without cause or provocation by the Petitioner. (Mental cruelty is commonly alleged with irreconcilable differences if the separation period is less than 2 years.)
9. There are not presently any arrangements between the parties concerning the support, custody, education, and visitation of the minor children of the parties, nor concerning the maintenance of the Petitioner, nor concerning the allocation of the property held by the parties.

10. The parties, during the marriage, have acquired substantial marital property, including, but not limited to, the marital home of the parties located at ________ , ________ , Illinois, pensions, investments, corporate benefits, and other assets, the details of which are unknown to Petitioner, but which are well known to Respondent. Petitioner is entitled to a disproportionately larger share of the marital property than is the Respondent, because of Petitioner's contributions to the marriage, and because Respondent enjoys a substantial earning power and the ability to accumulate assets, whereas Petitioner has only negligible earning power, and no ability to acquire assets.

10.1 Since the irrevocable breakdown of the marriage, Respondent has dissipated marital assets by making extravagant gifts to and taking expensive trips with a third party. These expenditures by Respondent were for a purpose not related to the marriage. Respondent's dissipation should be added back into the marital estate, and Respondent's dissipation should be allocated to Respondent as part of his share of the marital estate.

11. Respondent is an executive of ________  Corporation, and last year earned in excess of $________ . The parties and their children enjoyed a luxurious lifestyle during the marriage, which included living in a home worth $1,500,000, memberships in exclusive clubs, extensive travel, private education for the children, and the like. Petitioner earns only a nominal income, and Petitioner is completely dependent upon Respondent, who is well able to provide for Petitioner's support and that of the parties' three minor children in the lifestyle that the parties and their children enjoyed during the marriage. Petitioner will never have the earning power that is enjoyed by Respondent. Petitioner is entitled to permanent maintenance.

12. Petitioner owns a small amount of inherited non-marital property, which should be assigned to Petitioner.

13. Petitioner does not have adequate funds to conduct these proceedings on a parity with Respondent. Respondent should therefore pay the temporary and final attorneys’ fees and costs incurred by Petitioner. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner, ELLEN JARNDYCE, prays as follows:

A. A Judgment for the dissolution of the marriage of the parties be entered in accordance with the statute.

B. Petitioner be awarded the temporary and permanent sole care, custody, and control of the three minor children of the parties. (Or Petitioner and Respondent be awarded the temporary and permanent joint care, etc.)
C. Respondent be ordered to make suitable and proper provision for the support and maintenance of the Petitioner and the minor children of the parties in accordance with the lifestyle of the parties and their children during the marriage, both during the pendency of this cause and thereafter. Respondent be ordered to pay to Petitioner permanent maintenance. Respondent be further ordered to advance on behalf of Petitioner reasonable sums of money on account of attorney's fees, court costs, and suit money.

D. Respondent's dissipation be added back into the marital estate, and allocated to Respondent as part of his share of the marital estate.

E. The Court determine the marital and non-marital property of the parties. Petitioner be awarded a disproportionately larger share of the marital property of the parties than that which is allocated to Respondent.

F. Petitioner's non-marital property be assigned to Petitioner.

G. Petitioner be granted such other and further relief as may be appropriate under the evidence and circumstances.

______________ 

ELLEN JARNDYCE

______________________ 

FREDERICK TULKINGHORN,

One of the Attorneys for Petitioner,

ELLEN JARNDYCE

VERIFICATION BY CERTIFICATION 

Under penalties of perjury as provided by law pursuant to Section 1-109 of the Code of Civil Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are true and correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief and, as to such matters, the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that I verily believe the same to be true.

	DATED:  

_____________________________________
	_____________________________________

	
	ELLEN JARNDYCE

	
	

	Frederick Tulkinghorn
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	


